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Protection, Maintenance, Repair

SOUTH DAKOTA
TATE l!N'''-'ER SITY
Cooperative Extension Service
South Dako,t a State University, Brookings
U. S. Department of Agricul,t ure

All Sioux 400 houses have a plywood sub-floor.
The floors in all of the Sioux 400 houses have been
tiled with vinyl asbestos tile. Vinyl asbestos tile, which
is very durable, resistant to grease, and easy to maintain, is an excellent wearing material and can be used
anywhere. But, the tile can be dented or marred if care
is not used in handling heavy furniture.
The tile is held to the floor with a tile adhesive. Because there are different types of tile which require
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certain types of adhesive, you must be certain that the
proper type of adhesive is used.
To keep a floor in good condition, it must be
maintained and protected from destructive use. Tile
can be easily damaged by heavy loads and sharp or
small objects if care is not used. By being careful to
protect your floors and by keeping them properly
maintained, you can save money which otherwise
would go for repair and upkeep.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Protection of F l o o r s - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - You can minimize repairs and increase floor life
by following these suggestions·:
• Remove the small metal "domes" from under
furniture legs.
• Provide furniture cups not less than 2 inches
wide for heavy furniture such as desks·, tables,
chests, pianos.
• Use broad-surfaced rubber casters with easy
swiveling, ball bearing action under the furniture that you often move. ( A good size of caster
is 2 inches in diameter and ¾ of an inch wide.)
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• Use metal or plastic "glides" with a flat surface,
rounded edges and a flexible or movable pin
that keeps the glide flat on the floor for legs or
contact points of furniture that you move often.
(Glides range in size from 1 inch to 2½ inches
in diameter.)
• To help prevent the black marks made on the
floor by some metal chairs or table legs, wax the
part of metal that touches the floor with the
same type of wax that is on the floor. Although
waxing is helpful, the best protection is to use
furniture cups·, if possible.

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the United States Department of Agriculture.
John T. Stone, Dean of Extension, South Dakota State University, Brookings.
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- - - - - - - - - - - - Preventive Maintenance for Floor Protection - - - - - - - - - - - -

The following preventive maintenance measures
will help to protect the floor tile from excessive wear.
• Sweep your walks and porches at least once a
week to keep sand and gravel from being carried into the house on shoe soles.
• Place doormats and scrapers on or near the steps
or on the porch so persons can clean their shoes
before entering your house.
• Occasionally check the shoes of family members
for protruding nails which could scratch or mar
your floors.
• Do not wear spike heels when walking on the
floors.

• Use broad-surfaced furniture rests under all
heavy objects that are on the floor. This helps to
disperse or spread out the weight over a larger
area. (Plastic rests are recommended for vinyl
floors.)
• Be careful to keep from marring the tile when
you move heavy furniture. Suggestions: Carry
the piece of furniture is possible. Or, if one is
available, load the piece of furniture on a mover's dolly, which is a low truck-like carrier with
wheels or rollers for moving heavy loads. Another way is to place a small rug under the legs
of the piece of furniture, then slide it across the
floor-the rug helps to protect the floor.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - Repairing and Replacing Floor Tile

Tile that is worn out or does not stick to the floor
should be replaced as soon as possible. A piece of tile
that becomes unglued may be replaced in the same
position if it is in good condition. In some cases, it is
possible to replace a piece of tile that has become
loose by simply heating it and placing it back in position. In other cases it may· be necessary to heat and
scrape off the old adhesive and use new adhesive. The
new adhesive is applied to the floor only. The tile is
then put into position. The adhesive may have to "set"
a certain amount of time before the tile is put into position, depending upon the type of adhesive used.
A piece of worn out floor tile may be replaced by
the procedure outlined below.
Steps to follow:

1. Remove the old tile from the floor by using
heat. You must be careful.
a. A heat lamp is recommended because it is
less dangerous.
b. A torch can be used but you must be very careful to keep from damaging the floor or house.
2. Remove the old adhesive from the floor by first
heating and then scraping it off.

3. Select a new piece of tile-it must be the same:
a. Tile pattern and color.
b. Thickness.
c. Size. (Tile in Sioux 400 houses is 12 inches
square.)
4. The tile should be allowed to warm to room
temperature before it is placed on the floor.
5. Use a trowel to apply adhesive to the floor.
Sometimes special grooved trowels are recommended. (Be sure adhesive is the proper kind
for the type of tile being used. Instructions on
the adhesive container will give you this information.)
6. Make certain that the tile follows the floor pattern and then insert the tile in position. ( Be sure
to read the instructions on the adhesive container because some adhesives must be partly
dry-or "set"-before the tile is laid.)
7. After the tile is laid, wipe off any adhesive remaining on the face of the file.
Some areas of the floor will wear out faster than
others because of the traffic pattern. Tile in doorways
will wear out faster than tile along walls because the
doorway is used more often.

